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Becauſe Sentence againſt. an Evil Work is not . 
executed ſpeedily; ; therefore the Heart of 


the Sons of Men 15 N at in e, 10 42 4, X 
* 


* . F 


| H E Beg and ene of Minkide,” - 
{> much and ſo juſtly complain'd of, betrays. 
it ſelf in nothing more than in this, "That 
| Men are fo far from thankſully accepting the 
manifold Tokens of God's Goodneſs, and Loving: Kind- 
neſs towards them, thet they are much apter Induſtri- 
ouſly to ſer themſelves to Defeat, What lyes in them, 
the gracidus Deſigns of his Providence, and to perbert 
thoſe very Means which the Divine Wiſdom hath 
thought fit to uſe, the better to keep them within the 
Bounds of their Obedience, to rælaim them from the 
Errors of their Ways, and 000 make them happy 20h. 
here and hereafter. 

- And among the many e of this Kind, none 
more Notorious, none more Diſingenuous than that 
which the Preacher here Remarks and every Day's 
Obſervation ſurniſhes freſn Examples of; namely, Mens 
hardening themſelves in their Wickedneſs upon preſump· | 
tion of Impunity. Which Preſumption they moſt un- 

reaſonably and impiouſly Build upon their undeſerv'd, 

Experience of God's | Patience and Forbearance for the 
time paſt. * ACE A, APE; ? 

- Becauſe Sentence agai ſh an evil Work. 3 is not executed. 
ſpeedily; therefore the Heart of the Suns of Men is fully 
| fens in them to do Evil. That is, 

_- ©. Becauſe Sinners are not immediately ſeiz'd by Ven- 
4 Banne, * haled, 28 it were, to ah Execution; 


A» 8 becauſe 


\ 


ww bent, hug rhemſitves their Securi 
grow careleſs and fearleſs, not dreaming of any Dan- 
L ger; or at leaſt putting the Evil Day off to a very 


* NAA DT On A 


bas. mobi „boo 10 2s . 
4 A $ ERMO 1 Pils v2 © le 


«uſe if ach Examples of Terror are 1 
#* -y before” Mens Eyes, therefore Thi —— — 
y 


4 great Diſtance, and flattering themſelves, tbat the 
«God: with whom they have to do is exceedirig Mer- 


« ciful, Even to Baſinéſs, and that the ſlighteſt , abtl 


Br the, lateſt Repentance will be biet to appeaſe 
dim. 22 denn 


2 Theſe, and ſuch as Theſe, ſeem to be the Thoughts © 


that preſamptuous Sinners cheriſh-in their Hearts, 10 
"et Bolden: tl ewſelves i in their Sins; if that deſerves to 
pas for Thinking, which is indeed the Effect of a 
_ molt wretched Infatustion, and is equally - injurious to 
_Goe's Hotour,' and pernicious to-their.own Souls. In 


"order the efore, both to wipe off the foul Imputation 
_ that is caſt upon Providence by ſuch! harden'd 4 Oe 
A 171 and to give ſome Check to the Progreſs. of da- 


Impiety, I ſhall, in this Diſcourſe, | + 7 
T, Apply my; ſelf to prove, that the ordinary pro- 
cdbre of Divine Providence, in delaying or ſuſpend- 


* the Puniſhment of Sinners in this World, is agree- 
able to the trueſt Meaſures of See Wiſdom, and 
2 Juſtice, And, „ Dan} 04 


H. As. cooſequent, upon tu; 1 ſhall ſhew; Thatit is 


5 2 very, unjuſt Objection to « very Kind Providence;> to 
5 imagine, char This is any Enc 
a very. grievous Abuſe ff r Sinners m. it ſo. And 


ment to Sin; and 


then, 25 ren! l 81 93s - 

III. 1 ſhall i intimate, les ConſtruQion and: Uſe 
Mo, $f Bark. and Conſcience; ought: to mülte of 
„uc 80 8 providential Diſpenſations. And This IL 
mall offer with a particular R 
Ae Gee F of the i lemnit ). _- 

all apply my ſelf to tove, that the ord! 
Nach cedure of DivinePc oy 
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ard to Our nend . 


ovidence, in delaying or ſuſpen- 
Ani the Tuer * 8 5 Sinory is his Worls, is agree · 
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üble to the truelt eafures.c of * Goodie, Wiſdom, d 


Were unable to give any ſatisfactory Aren 11 it. 


Hils 
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before the QUEEN. 


uſtice. 
J But, before I enter ups the, Ptoof of, this. kot 
it my not be amis to premiſe à judicious. Obſeryati, 
on of Plutarch, à learned Heathen; wh W uinſ if 
rrested on this very Argument. T Al 
he Prefaces his Danes with this : T Vide Pla. 
Caution, that the eaſieſt and the fure Ib. 5 — 
way of anſwering all Difficulties, is to, eee 
Ny, That God's the only wife Phyſici- Pag. 550. 
ub 

30% Who knows how to apply the Re- N N 
N. to Wickedneſs, 28 every one's "Cale 1 requires in 
proper Seaſon, and the moſt effectual Mader It 
a become Us therefore, . even according ti 


"Heathen, to acquieſce in God's Method, 


And yet Fle attempted, and not unfacceſsfully, to 0 db 
count for it from tlie meer Light of Nature; and there= 
fore We, who have Revelation to gu uide and enli; 19 625 ; 
our Enquities, need not doubt of finding all 59 

Satisfbction, add clearly. diſcovering, how a grecable 
this Method is ro the trueſt Mes ures of 'Goodnck, 

"Wiſdom, and Juſtice. 


TDhoſe I conceive to be the trueſt Meaſures of Good- 


-- neſs,” Wiſdom, and Juſtice, which are every way Mor- 


_ thy" of God, and entirely conſiſtent with, each other. 


For God being infinite in Theſe, as in all other bis 
-: PeefeTigns, it muſt never be ſuppos'd, that the Exer- 
cCiſe of his Soodbeſs ſhould be any Impeachlnent to his 
| Wiſdam, or Obſtruction to his Juſtice : And as little 
z it to be ſuppos'd, that his Wiſdom ſhould ever devi- 
- ate in the leaſt from his Juſtice, or. Goodneſs; or his 


>" Julkice, again, act ſeparate from either of the other Two: Ng 
14 No it will appear, upon ray I that, in de · 


Hy ing or ſuſpending the Puniſhment of Sinners in this 
orld, there is a — admirable Harmony | of dvi 
. 8 Mido wy Juices, r An ney. 123 1.6 7 3 | 


UM zi i hoW e aid a Lawaci? bo wech 2d: b 
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T: . 0 
| * chis wil 2 ear TR x Fy | Be 
(iB emu ele e a 1 l 
_ rogitherunrbaſoliable dad imhtactlkable! (2) Becauſe 
there zre ſcvbrab excelſent Purpoſes ſerv d in khis way, 
Which perhäps ceuld hot otherwiſe” be To well purſucd. 
(zchenBkcaufe ther is l ' fafficient Diſcourageent 9 Sin 
notwirhſt.nding,">!'* Fan er. aL SIA 10 
C The contrary Methed va have been f 
thas unreaſopahle Ted imprackicable. By «ſaying, 7 
would have been unreaſonable and wprsdlee 11 5 
mean at lest, that it were not to be recohcild With 
 albthecleareſtNotions we can frame to our ſelves of the 
Divine petſections; nor with the plain Intendment bh, 
Providence and Gface, both in Governing, and. Re“ 
deeming d World of Sinnes. E 
' or whatever abſolute Power,. and rigid Juſtice; | 
might do ot jaſtiſie, This js certain, that the Goaverns® | 
ment of che World ſuppoſes its Preſetvation; and! Bath Þ 0 
muſt be the equal Care of a wiſe and good Providence. | 
Bat if it were "neceſſary to the wlgoveriitig the 
World; chat Sinners, upon the Commiſſion of an) Sin, 
ſhquld immediately be ſeiz'd in the very Act, and pu- 
nich' d. to the Extremity, the degeneratẽ Race of Man- 
kind had long ſince been reoted cut, and the Earth 
_ wholly diſpeopled. So that, upon this Suppoliti tion, 
God could not gevern the World without defiroying. 
tit; which were ſuch a Defect of Wiſdom, or 153 an, 
L Inconliſtency between Wiſdom and Juſtice, as e 
be admitted ih a Being that is abſolutely Feuer (ng 
It., is true, God did once ſweep away a whole 1 | 
olf Sinners (eight Perfoos only excepted). By: 4 Deluge 
of Waters, 3 ſtands Recorded for 0 e K. 
„ne is Venpeance to all ſucceeding Grier" 
5 N thy: 1 tiogs, * Bur he promiſeg;' "Tha de oak” 
| ae not any more ſinite every Thing living, 18. 
be nag. Fn and chat 59hile the Earth" 9 59 Be, 
ib. d Harveſt, and Cold und Heat, And Summer 
3 Hunter, an, DI e not . 2 . 
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is 


well have been made 


C 


this had been no proper Trial of 
with an ingenuous Freedom; nor had there been much 
of Virtue in ſuch. their; Obedience, wherein their na- 


tural Liberty, if not wholly. ſuperſeded, had: atleaſt; - 


been over-born by a.Degree of Violence hardly puſſi- 
ble to be reſiſted. And it is not to be imagin d, that 
a wiſe God would have created Man in Nature free, 


on purpoſe, 2s. it were, to ſubject Him, in: his whole 


Conduct, to the Ferters of a fatal Neceſſity, . 
Beſides, ſuch, a Rigorous and baſty Execution of 


flatly contrary. to God's declard Will and Counſel, rc 
lating to Mankind. For no ſooner had our firſt Parents 
ſinned, and thereby forfeited the Title which God had 
given them to Happineſs and Immortality, but that, in 

Compaſſion to them, and their Poſteriry included in 
bhem, He gave them the comfortable Promiſe of a Ae. 
Hal, andenter'd into à ſecond Covenant with them, 


the main Condition of which (on our Part) is unſeigned 
Repentance. This Condition we are: freguently call“ 15 


ezxgeſtly inculcate it: St, Joh Raptiſt, the Fore · runner 


Lad Setipture to perform: God's. Prophets do moſłk 
Aneſt 
Ge A4 of 


Singers, as We are now ſuppoſing, would have been 


4 


I 


| ly RE e eee Monat. 

ſelf Preach'd, and let in Ohdrgero His Apoſtles to pro- 
 --xpaghce-chooup halt Nations: Bank OD 212 3 2 : 
Since then "Rewiſſitn of Sins epon"Repetitavevis the 
rpg bar 


Time aliowed for our Probation and Recovery: Beeyuſe 
otherwiſe the Promiſe of God, and this ineſtimidle 
Privilege, would be of bo Avail to us. But how, if 


* werte always rea 
mer, und diſpatch cg out of Kandy it is 28 plain, 
there would be no Place left for Repentance. | 


and impious a Thought, to be enteftaiyd concerning 
Im God of Truth, as well as 1 1 


. 
ö NE 


' Wherefore 1 bebe chit Sik a Method of FRE 


K 1 5 eg Sinners, would have been unreaſonible and im- 
— e e admitting the Suppoſil;theWorld 
could not have ſubſiſted; or, if it could, Men woe 


N have been deprived of their natural Freedom, and con- 
I ſtrain'd to be good 7 their Will; (which is in 
© >. &:afich ſcarce Good at al 

pflung'd at once into irrecoverable. Ruin, without the 
Opportunity or. Poſſibility of Repenting. 
Wdhereas Goc''s Patience in bearing with Sinners, and 
2 2 the fatal Sentence, is fairly conſiſtent with 


cut is: likewiſe accommodated to the Nature and State 
c Mankind, as tliey are free Agents and upon their 


e FI Repay — 
01 © / 


f 
7 


of the Covenant in Ohfiftz:Hince 
God demands the One of Us in order to confer the O- 
_ 25her-ajpon"Us;/je it is plain, there muſt be a competent 


dy 10 liy hold on the Sin- 
And, at 
that Rite, alb the pathetical Exhortations and Invitati- 


ons to Repentante, ſo often reitetated in the Bible, 
© hat flood there to no purpoſe. Which is too harſh. 


) or elſe they would have been 


Preſervation of the World, and its good Govern- 
ment too, as we ſhall ſee clearly in the Sequel: And 


3 and no leſs to the Tehour of che Covenant 


— —— x - + 7m 


9 eee b, LU BEN, 39 
| \itheir e This :thereford i che Procedure, 
men ſeem to fall in exactly well with · che trueſt 
ures of, Goodneſs, Wildem, and Juſtice, 
in · perfect Harmony. But 
(.) This Point may be fercher . ee 
ſtrated, from the Fans Sy excellent +Pyrpoſes, that are 
more effectually ſerv'd in this Method e 
than perhaps otherwiſe they could bmſe i 
309% As for Inſtance. firſt, This is the Mahod that keeps 
up the Virtues and Graces. of good Men in con. 
91 "on Exerciſe, and greatly helps towards cheir / Cooti- 
un Emprovement in well- doing. f 
For if wicked Men were immediately ſonch'd away 
n-:the Commiſſion: of any Wickedneſs, and made 
ceaſe from the Face of the Earth; and good Men 
were to be left in full and quiet Noſſe ſſion of the Morid, 
a _—_ any Moleſtation from bad Neighboursꝭ it may 
well be queſtion'd, whether ſo. much Eaſt and Peace, 
and undilturb d. Enjoyment, would not be dangerous, 
an even bumful to them. For Paradiſe ſerms ito have 
been made only for a State of perſect Innocence; Our 
lapſed Nature plaivly ſtands in need of Diſcipline, - but 
cCrnnot bear Indulgence: And ſuch an Indulgent Pro- 
vidence might be too liable to be abus'd, and miniſter 
Occaſion, even in Good Men, to Security and Sloth; 
if not to a Fondneſs for this preſent World, and a _ 
aint, of that which is to cone. 
But ſince, by God's Permiſſion, the Good at Bad 
live ie together; ſince the ge are often 
expo d like Sheep in the midſt of Wolves; ſince Free 
; chery and Diſſimulation, Slandering and Backbiting, 
Op preſſion and Revenge, ate ſuch buſie Actors upon 
. this Sage of Diſorder and make human Life ſo un- 
> quiet and unſafe, his, tho' ſometimes a: Vexztion to 
„Righteous Souls, helps to looſen their Affections ftoem 
this Borth, and place them on Thiags above: This 
— D rv aps At their Faith, and fixes their Truſt in 
5 1 * an. + 
LE | to 


— — 


4 3 n 
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af impenitsct Sinner ſhould become a Teacher of that 


ol this hot Contention afford them Light enough to 


Wo 3 78 54 Murder bythe Rebellion of his darling don 


founzed! He fl A away. in great Conſternation, be, coor) | 
rent 5 5 ad went up. by the Accent 6 unt 
n 4 


7e 5 f 

| 1-2] 3 fig Wo þ 

ont Narr egen 1 1 10 1 of off allghein |, 
nem more writual: FAO d Heavcolys 

Ir the: Fruition of Cœleſtial Jays. 

* that ethad cee with Anners ig 

mult. be molt agreeable to Goodneſs, Wil: 

üllice, "which: contributes ſo, much towards 

ling, W and berlecting God's Own Ee. 


| ANCE 

Ad ee hi ch is till more, this Method o Pros 
icenee is not only beneficial to good Men, but even 
8 Wicked: For as it gives them All Space for Re⸗ 
pentanck, fy it makes them Monitors and Remembtzn- 
cerd to Hl Ocher. It may indeed ſeem ſtrange, that 


And ktter. for 
_ ED 


455 


5 Keighteouſneſs, which he is not willing to learn: But 
ti; ho Wonder at all. that one Sinner ſhould be a2 
Plague to another. For they all naturally are ſo; the 
Objects of their Luſts ſet them at eternal Odds; They 
are perpetuilly coatending for Power, Wealth, and 
_ Honour; Envyiag, Supplantiug, Overturning one ano - 
ther. And ſometimes it ſo proves, that the very Sparks 


 difeern, (eſpecially when they are worſted by their Ad- 
 verfaries, and defeate of their Hopes) that the Fruit ol 
thheſe things is nothing but Vanity and Vexation of... 
Spirit. And this ſe:ſonable. Diſcovery, of their 9 
miy (and by God's Grace often does) lead them to 2 
E of Mes Sins, and help to. recover chem out of 
the Snare of the Devil. Ng) 
. Nay; it is Obſervable⸗ that. to puniſh Slab Sin, 
is one of the ſevereſt Scourges in. God's Hand.; and. 
- thaswhich cauſes the moſt ſenſible Smart, and ſomer,, 
tinks the d:epeſt Compunction. Thus when David) 
wis puniſh'd for his own. Adultery. Spd 1 


ee, how. was he abaſhed zarte pe 


Oli vet, : 


meh more may this Benjamire 4o it? Let Hun 4 
and let im Curſe; for the Lord hath baden Hine. N 


Sin; and one Mans Diſesſe Proves, ano FEA 


Wilderneſs, into the Lard of Canaan. Thus the Di- 


eſpecially their long Caprivity in Babylon, help d o 
read the Knowledge of the true God far and wide, 13 


the Heathens; which gradually prepar'd. the World for 


N — l £ 
Olive, Wee e Bare-f 9 ; 


to wette 
3 ſay ing, 7 af 24 ah 5 of 
to the Hand 57 hy Son Abalon! and. dee 
taken inth hy Mi {chief F. becauſe the art 4 4 4 7 
The Senſe of 5 Guilr, and the Weip of. 
ABi&ing Hand, made him ſubmit. to the Ind 7 
and ſay patiently — So let him Curſe: Behold 7 my & 


which. came forth of my Bowels. ſeeketh. wy Lifes\. bow 


5, b the juſt Permiſſion, and wiſe Direction of a. 
d God, Sin very ſharply and effecually cotrects 


. e 7 


It. is further remarkable, that the Didi 1858 and, a . 0 


1 As: hike ap in their G fs | e 
much People alive: And This was preparatory io 2 

long Train of Wonders, by which their Poſterity were ö 
attended and conducted, out of Egypr, through the 


ſperſions and Captivities of the 1ſraclires afterward, 


and to mie his Name and Power gonftſo'd among;;;; 


the e of the Meſſiah in the Fulneſs of Gods | 

ue Time. Thus the W Perſecution oß the Chri- 1 
ian Religion, tho? levell'd at its Extirpa tion, became 5 
Ol g the N e A, derte of. the 


a, Martyrs 


At 
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2 A ne, Fears, aud Remorke, and 
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eee, 9 of its more a- 
And d in many othet“ Trifbances 
pI and vate Nature, the 
cart Keie Fern, wide wp 


1. | Araents. I's. Ht LES IG of #5 » F 
e gs tarknee” Mater wich . 
i not perry calculated (as wis ſhown before for the 
66:Benefit both of Good ad Bad Men, but al- 
S of muck unthoüght of Good beſtdes, and 
e peas; o the fuller Diſfſy of God's Glory, 'mult 
be "according to the exacteſt *Mealiires' of 
„ Wildom, and Juſtice. There can no 22 
oube Weben of this, if we _ der, 


B [8h mtr erat 


Fot when alli is FIR there i 51 no ſuch thing Ren; 
1 peace, or Safety, for the wicked. Giült will ſit hard 
upon the Mind, Toy fill it with ill. bodim g. Thoughts, 
"and frightful Apprehaſſons.” And the very Expecta- 
tion of Vengeance to enſue, is it 3 ok Fo anch a 
_. grievous Torment. And this is {6 much the Effect 
_ of natural Conſcience, | that the Heathens ' theres 
had a feeling Senſe it, and give us very” To g De- 
Ne perky og Fake troubleſome THEE. © eva 1 ig u | 


17 


N klgech. : 0 ANN 14400 K. Bae a 050 ut 15 . 
15 Supra, © own Croſs: But, Wickedueſs is the zkil- 
Nen p. 559+: „ ful Artificer, that of it fer both fur 


pipes and frames the Inſtruments of its o M- 
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if Tacitns| imagine hat 43 f. tne. 
* of Tyrantscould be laid open, dt 
415 them full of Laſhes and 

« the Mind being 3s liable to be 55 ry 2 5% 

& Cruelty y, Luft, and Evil Ma chibaios, as the! Body i 
« by, the Stripes o 1 85 Wind. X And Jae, * 
ral the ROT won't allow fo. much 5 th 3 eee 
1 Thought, that thoſe Men eſcape wit 152 wy tab. 

_  punity, who are left under the lecret VT 

# ror and Scourge of a guilty Mind, a Tube deaf 
* to all Entreaty. And All the 1005 eathen Writers 

concur in the ſame Sentiments, Now if ſuch be the H. * 
ror of Guilt, as reflected from che Glaſs of meer Na- 

. tural Conſcience, much more. müſt it be, when awz- 

_ken'd and heighten'c d by the Threatnings of that God, 
Who is greater than our Hearts, and knoweth all Things. 

So that in good truth, the Sinner doth not go unpu⸗ 
niſhed. when he is left in his own Hands; becauſe, as 

long as he carries a. Conſcious Mind about him, he i is 

ſure to do ſevere Execution upon himſelf, 
But beſides, God's Temporal. Judgments are very 
denne executed upon incorrigible Sinners; fo fre- 
ently, that it is enough to convince the Beldeſt of 
| e hat et ths is no Security in Sin. And fome- 
times are ſo viſibly mark d with the very Cha- 
kracter of thoſe Sins for which they were Infliced, 

\ that they cannot but extort the Conf: lion of ſuch as 
are nge concern'd, and Command the awful 
ard of others. 
@ the cruel Adonibezck. read bis Crime in bis Po: 
me fs. and faid, T hreeſcore and ten Kings, having 
* eir 1 umbs aud their great Toes cut of, gathered their 
4 eat, under my. TO: A have done, ſo God hath re- 
e en the Hau ght 3 Haman, in Plotting the 

el ruction of Mordecai and the whole People of the 
Few, became moſt unexpectedly the abe. and 17 
Urer 5.07 his own 2 and their Eſtabliſh ment. So 2 
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T Lawolls' 9 de | 


WAS. eaten wit th W Worms, alive, band pe- 
ore Ne Manner than other Môrtals, 


ceiv'd the Blaſphemous 
And. gave bot 


Applauſes of the 


God the Glory.” Se the Arch⸗ 
Mau, being mortally. wounded by an A,, 
Amt an unſeen Hand, died with a. Viciſt. Galilas 
"Month, owning with. Rage. and Deſpait, that 
gh t, whom he had renounc 'd, derided, andde-: 
now his Avenger and Deſtroyer, 95170] bas 


And, beſide theſe extraordinary. Examples" 1 
Mitter of © common Obſervation made good by num "By 


belle 


diſcover'd' 


*that bloody -minded 195 8 dend 


Events 
an e Death; this Murder. ſeldom paſſes: un- 
unreveng' d; that the Oppreſſor and Ex- 4 


ortioner, who is o greedy .of Gain, troubleth his own. 


Holy,” 


and jnberits but the Mind an Eſtate that 


is hardly capable of Settlement or Entail=— And ſo in 
min other like Caſes. _ Daring and preſumptuons Sin- 
ners therefore are G0 fir from being Exempt from 
Gods T emporal Jadgments, that they: are in perpetu· 


al Danger of them. 


bl Pg 
&] * * * £ n 
WE. om A 2 


Bit, However ir ay fare with them 1 Balbbrd, J 
_ (I iſe we Peter's Words to you) be not ignoraut of this 
one Thing,” that one Day is with the Lord as a thouſaut'>! 


Tears, and a thouſand Years as one Day. The Lord is 


not "ſlack. concerning his Promiſe, Ino, nor yet his Threats lu. 


as ſome Men count Slackzneſi, but is long: ſuffering ib 
us Ward, not Willing that Any ſhould periſh, but char! * 
All Told come to Repentance. But if Men will con- 
tioue obftinately Icpenitent, their Damnation neither 
fiumbyeth hor lingreth : It is but a Moment of Times 


(nothi 


ng in God's Account, nothing in Compariſon of 


E T5 to follow) 41 nd "They ſhall. enter 5 5 a Vi 1 


Etefgic), 


- as f 


+1 


F dirs” 10 think bf, n 0 fe e. : 


thin 
b 


Which no Nen reckon, nor Opncef- 
2 wn Exernity of” Torments; , Tormen 


Can "prevent but a timely Re4141d 


epentance, though there i 
5 0 


P : 


before 1 t 


lowed to the DN 0 ee - 
Space allowed to the Sin 5 in this Liſe, 48 it. 

be denied, f un "Senſe öf N ifery "of Dread of a. 
cam affect Men, that Sin is Taficie vtly * 
the ctuel Pings of a quilty' Conſcience, 12 t 1175 

Execùtion of God's Exemplary | Venpe 2 
World, and the fearful! looking far. of \ 2 855 ent. Nie 

 frery'\\[ndiguation in that Which i is to come, 1 hich, 
compleatly demonſtrates, what 1 propos d, that there i is; 

a moſt admirable Temperature of Goodneſe, Miss 
but. Juſtice, in this whole Procedure. 4 ©'b pA. 

„In As confequent upon This, 1 ſhould 1 now | 
that it is a very unjuſt Objection to a ver kind 1 
vidence, to imagine that God's Patience and, e 
ance is any Encouragement to Sin; ; and, .a moſt. 
vous Abule'for Sinners to make it 15. 5 057 

But This is ſo direct, and ſo Adee a. Goes „ 

uence from the former Propoſi ition, that I need not 
; Fore Words or Time to enforce' it. For if the: Whole 
Procedure be ſo perfectly agreeable to all the trueſt 
Meafures of Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Juſtice, 28 Lhave 
prov'd by divers Reaſons, by one in particular ( Which 
was the laſt inſiſted on) that directly precludes this 
Objection; then it muſt be 2 notorious Abuſe for 7 
Sinnets, either n or Act ſo unreaſonably and e 
ver a 
Obersee hardly aitagine it poſſible indeed, that .. 
any Sinner in his right Wits Mould object againſt Pro- 
videncę for want of ſtrict Juſtice; when 'tis plain, if. 
Things were otherwiſt, he might much more reaſona- 
bly complain for want of that Mercy, the Benefit of, 
which he now Ee, or my at leaſt, if he do. not al, 
neglect N. 10 508. 108) 
Hotz as God's Auna Holnefß mike it impoſſib Wo? 
that He could, ſo it is down. right abſurd: to think ; 
that Hen ſhould, ſpare Sinners, in ſuch manner 28. 85 
_ encourage them in their Sins, and Jull them aſleep in 
Security p4wher"ar the fame time, He. Bach, tak taken, ar eim 

| bungani Care'to lay "all 12 b 8 Mp upon Wide 
1 ata agu sis 
2202 8 


g them by che C 
; Puniſhment. . 
$f, ads vamerited: 


cauſe his Juſtice is temper'd with. Mercy; it is -Senſe- 


ſciences by the. Tens * his INT 5 Pho Oc 4 
and the much * terrible Deounciation of ben | 


"the moſt prepoſterous Ab 2 
neſs, for Men to 2 
o much to his Diſhohour, ad force it, as: it \ kgs 


And it is n 


to migiſter to their own Preſumption. Pld. 36 
pleas d to ſpare and to forbear, to wait for. their * | 
3 1 and invite them to it, it is both I 1 ngratitude 


do conclude from hence, x vg He-is a 
7 dl Kae Being, that may be inſulted at Plesſure; 


and therefore to Sin againſt him with an high 


Hind, and caſt his Laws contempruoſly behind their 
Kicks. It is Madneſz to forget that God js Juſt; be- 


less not to conſider, that to treſpaſs upon Infiaite Good- 


nes and Clemency is the moſt provoking Aggravation of 
Sinz ard will at liſt be retompedc'd with a proportio- 
vabla Puniſhment, that will be Rl Focxealing as the 


Quilt encreaſes. . 
Vain is it then; for any. preſumptubus Sinners to 
- bb thit they ſpall eſtape the Fndgement of | God: 
Moſt Wees e vam, to deſpiſe the Riches of his Good- 
meſs and Forbeayance, not knowing that the Goodneſs of Gd 
deadeth them to Repentauce; but, after the Hardveſs of 
their impenitent Hearts, treaſuring up to themſelves 
Math againſt the Day of Wrath; and the Revelation of 
the Righteous Judgment of God. If any can be ſo Igne- 
rant, their. Ighocance is groſly affected, or fupid ; 


if any ſo Harden'd, their Obſtinacy, it is to be fear d, 
is incurable; if any ſo Deſperate, theit n it, 


Hover or later, will be intolerable, © * 

HT; I come now, in the laſt Place, to FEMA w at 
Copſtruction and Uſe Men, in Reaſon ant Conſcience, - 
"_ to make. of fuch God's 3 * : 


pa 5 . 1 


| | backs 'QU BEN. 55 . 
1 ſhall ednliget with # particlilir Ave to our ſever, 


* the reſent . 1 | 
LO Ll | frartitbg 4 Jagt 


dent upon ach tte 
rien of Pfovidence, this ſhould be an eta“ 
| imd Nt: that how long ſoever Wicked Men may ' 
_ be ſuffer'd, or how proſperous ſoever Wickedneſs maß 
ſeeks t6 be, it olight not to be matter of Scandal 0 
Us. nor tempt Us to charge God fooliſhly. © This 
Rule is given Us by the Royal Preacher himſelf, Eltbf. | 
5. 8. If thou ſeeſt he Oppreſſion bf the Poor, aud violem i 
per verting of Frdgment and nſtice in 4 Proviktt; 
mar vel not at the matter fot he that ts higher Hah ; 
rhe hig heſt Regardeth, and there be hightr than They, 
And Ubegeser thefe or any the like Enormikles 410 4 
permitted, tho They are ſuch as do muck diſturb the 
Dale, ard thdetthine Nhe Safety of Socictits, and there⸗ 
Hre might ſeem to require the ſpeedier a * 
Fet We may der fectly reſt but ſelves upon this 10 
krefce, chat hey are all under the Governance ahd 2 
| Reſtraint of God's „ Power, and theThſpea@n 
on-6f his All piercing Eye, which, even whilft it {tems 
etk t6 wink at met is ae watching them; and 


Phatſhmebt, But however, fince God is 4 Vigilant 
Obferver * Theſe and all Others the Iniquities he per- 
mits, it ought'ro be a firm and ſtinding Conciuſion 
-With Vs, that ſuch his Permiſſion of Sinnes is founded ? 
"upon weighty Reafofis; Which, tho' not prefentiy ob- 
Vous even to otit feridus Eaquiries, much Teſs to out 
viii Curioffty, muſt always be preſutned to be right = 
Be 14 of h elf. and condueive to the great Ends | 
8 Ttovidentfal Gvernment. g 
* 11 hat then, tho” Opprefſion and Peifecuridiibe tories | 
times ſuffer'd ro trample upon the Necks of rhe Tnnos 
Ent and "Helplefs? What, tho Tyranny be fometitnes 
 Perinitted; like 4 frony Har reſoiting to run 4 Rite, 
oinake mad Havock where it fways, and bear down all - 
Fin * — What he. era ö 
*2,- HY ition | 
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thi too, tis moſt probable, in order to their ſeveter 1255 


—. — — 


* N T $i uſtif fy 'd, is he . ſufficieptiy clear, when 
1d 20 S 


10 them, that they Themſelves ſhall not be deſt 


devoted to Deſtruction. 


Sas d, ould Nill bliodly, perliſt in his Hatred 
9 eee ſo 0 et to have a0 | 4 


8 AS Abe _ rel, 
Di bitio! Werse 10 
HEN 


in a e Kaſt.as a E ee ap 5 


ations, to t the Ars oft 8. Worl 


oy Whole 13168 of axure as. it Were, all in WL: 75 


No Ale not all t eſe, Scourges in the Hand. of God? 
0 1 5 Wonder, that he ſhould employ ſuch. 
W Meſſengers on! his own Errand, and ſend Rapa- 
108 oy Pride, and. Cruelty, to yiſit for Profanegeſs, 

hal Sec 1 9070 and Hypocriſie? And can God Want 


"whoever they be that are ordain'd to feel the 
Wi br of his Judgments, or employed to b che Joc) 
| Ramen of inflicting them 5 f 
We, of this Nation, have been ſubjecteck to the 5 8 ; 
larms and. Terrors, to the doubtfal Contingencies and 
Events, to the certain and vaſt Expence of Blood and 


5 Treaſure, that mult of neceſſity attend a tedious Wat; 
i x ſlay. (excepti tg the thort Interval of an inſidious 
Peace) we have been ſubjected to theſe. Calamities of 
War for near twenty Years. together : For War, be it 
never fo Juſt and Honourable, is ſtill more or leſs Cala- 


mitous, and ought ever to be reckon d among the Judg-, 


ments of God. But we can eaſily account to our Selves : 
For all that We have: ſuffer'd under it; and we, muſt 


in all Humility confeſs, that God is juſt in viſiting. Vs 8 


With this Judgment, ſuch a ſinful People 2 we are, 


even tho we ſhould take the Liberty to ſuppoſe gur 
Enemies to be much greater Sinners than our Selves: For, 


0 as an Exceſs of Guilt in them is no Proof of « our Inno- 


cence; ſo on the other Hand, their Forwardneſs to be- 
come. the Inſtruments of- annoying Us, is no Security 


For ſo were the //7aclites of old often and, ſore, 15 . 
by thoſe very Idolatrous Nations that Were Themſelves, 


OJ 


"And, if the Enemy with whom. We Any chicfly3ens, 


1 V | 


5 4 4 a 


Vs, and, imporently; drive. on his furi 


E 


U 


0 _ QU'BE "—_ ig. 
e wü we not probably expekt to ſe aj; the 


Enterprizes of an aſpiring Reign concluded in hi 
ſhameful and total Overthrow ? At leaſt, may we not. 
hope to ſee this Leviathan. the King over all the. Chile, | 
dren of Pride) Who hath long {ported himſelf, in, i 
the Ruin of his N Neighbour „and fatten'd upon. the. 
Spoils'of Nations; may we not hope to ſee him forc d. 
ro diſgorge his Prey, to give up bis unjuſt Acquiſi- 
tions, to revoke the Titles of Royalty he hath ſo vin 
ly beſtow'd, and to ſueè at laſt for an inglorious Peace, 
ſuch as may for evermore bind up his Hands, from 
troubling the Repoſe, or attempting the Liberties of 
| Europe? And, if our own great Unworthineſs do not 
hinder, doth not the happy Criſis ſeem now to be near 
approaching, When we may adtually, rejcice to ſee,” the: 
long Arrears of Vengeance for Rapine and }; 16odſhed; 
Paid, where they are. moſt due; and be excited; in 155 3 
grateful Senſe of out own Deliverance, to ſay with re. 
Pſalmiſt, Yerily there is a Reward far the Righteons, Ver 
rih he is a God that judgeth in the Earth? Oh! that 
we may but be found righteous: enough to render us. 
capable of ſo great a Bleſſing! 4 
-24ly, And this is the proper uſe chat Mea ought. 
always to make of ſuch God's Diſpenſations; 1. e. to 
turn unto the Lord with LO eng 3 and; 40 


7 


ar pb Ang. if ever any Kition « or 1 of 
Nen were ſo gracipuſly invited and ſummon'g to Re- 

pent, or ſo patiently. waited for, Ve are that Nation 
and Generation -M that have been ſo often ſpat'd when 
we might moſt juſtly have been puniſk'd; e that have 
peeg ſometimes e a with LEY 30d ry: d. 
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| 1 ods Huteſtretched Arm- Ne that have 
b 4 many —— ee upon us, ſo many 
| * » aiphr Works done for if dare Converted 
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. ation of 'Hearheris, and hroug 
pröſteste upon thens Faces, repenting in Sackeloth. and 
Ahe And, if after all theſe repeated Oulls, Ve 
"car Nin continue Uncircumcis d both in Heart and Bars, 
j ſurely we muſt have put off all ſenſe of Shame and 
I Fre ve muſt be the moſt abandon'd of all People, 
1 ie muſt be e e yon wu to an nbc gigs, bard» | 
1! geſs of Heatt. 

And if we are not n or che fatal Wanlo, 
| 87 e doubꝛleſs high time to > think Our ſelves, that Mer- 
ey bas d, till it be incens'd, will admit of no Tn- 

"7 "terceſſor; and that Vengeance, long delay d but ſtill 
ee will come upon us dite a n at Aal got . 
Korte but to conſume us. v 
If therefore we have any be ns of ene any 
. 8 0 9 Dread of Arbitrary Power, let us inſtantly ſhake off 
"that heavy Yoke of Bondage, which our Tyrannical 
Uuſts have laid upon us: If we have any regard to 
Dur own Safety, let us break off from our Iniquities, 
- which will otherwiſe be our Ruin: If we have any Re- 
verence for God's holy Name, any real Aver hen to 
Popery, any Value for his true Religion eſtabliſh'd a- 
mon us, W us reſolve to revive it both in Profeſſion 
And Practice; let us agree, with one Mind, and one 
Mouth, zealouſly to defend it; let us ſtudy to adorn it 
by an irreproachable Life and Converſation. And that 
the Reformation may be general and effectual, Jet us, 
all of uss High and Low, Teacher and Scholar, Ma- 
bn: giſttates, Miniſters, and People, join Hand ard. Heart 
121301 this neceſſary Work. Let us, before all things, re- 
Gs noutte, and, as much as in us lies, rebuke and re- 
e rain that Spirit of Infidelity and Profaneneſt, which 
eee it ſell ſo * and ceye all the Hoſts of 
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. e | Indiffetenty,/ and Remiſheſs,;too,, that, has 


Been creeping upon us for ſome time by. upperceav'd | 


Degrees, and has already in a great mesſure benummn'd = 


dDigeſtion to turn even our beſt Nutrimeat into 
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. Pirate between us and our God, nor ohſtr uct gur per- oc 
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ons to ſuch an amazing height, as makes the Hart f 
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this ſolemn Occaſion, do Both require. Far, hence. 
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HhHoſom Sine, that make us at once Diſſoyal Members 


feebles our Youth; and hath almoſt quench'd all the 


em Spiritual Sens; and Jes he fer Seri ai, off 
Malice, and all Guile,” and  Hypecrifies, and Hrpies, "4 1 


ente 1h fincere Milk ef the Mord. or thie en ill 
JJ 0 3Hq 14d Hum aw view) 
I᷑0 he impartial, that no Accurſed Thing may Se- 


fed Reconciliation, let us ſearch every One . 
very Bottom of our Hearts, and tear from tlienes thoſe 


both to Church and State. And where Licentiouſ- 
naeſs has made the wideſt Breach, there Jer us be ſure to 
apply our ſpeedieſt Care, and oppaſe the ſtrongeſt Bank; 
particularly againſt that Looſeneſs of Opinion that ſlides 
ſo eaſily into Practice, that removes every Check 
to Vice, and hath let in Univerſal Corruption among 
us; that Intemperance that over · flows us like a Deluge; 
that Softneſs and Lewdneſs which emaſculates and en- 


remaining ſparks of Virtue and Bravery; and (whick _ 
of all things muſt. not be forgotten) that moſt immo- 
derate Degree of Uncharitableneſs and Bitterneſs, which 
eſtranges our Hearts from each other, and whets our 

10 Tongues like Swords, and hath carried our Diſſenſi- 


Grief, and quake for Fear. 
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Ala fum, let us ſer our ſelves to mortifie and ſubdue 
3185! all ourfleſhly Luſts, as this holy Seaſon of. Laps, and 


18111 every true Lover of his Queen and Country bleed with 
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come Wars and Fightings among jau, (lay$;St«.Fames). | 
211! vComerhey not hence, even from om buſts that war | 
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= ſet all on Hre. Let us therefore withdraw the Fuel that 
feeds theſe, raging Luſts, that they may no ht 
burn inwardly to our great Diſquiet, nor ever flame 
| out to our Confuſion and Deſtruction; Let us ſtudy 
all ro be quiet, and mind every one his own. buſineſs” 
in his proper Station; Let us not be wiſe in our own 
 Conteits,, nog mind high things, but with Weds. 
Love in Honour prefer one another. And let this b 
| the only, but the noble Strife, among Brethren = 
| Countrymen, who. ſhall do moſt Good te the Pub- 
lick; and who hall ſerve their Queen and Country 
with the moſt diſintereſted Zeal, and ee Fi- 
lehty. TY | 
And, fora Concluf on of al, let us, 28 Se. Paul ex- 
huorts, put up our Prayers, Supplications, [nterc ſons 
; and Thankggivings for the Queen, and all that are in 
| Amtority, that be may lead a quiet and peaceable Gifs. 
| ll Gedlineſs and Honeſty; that We may never want 5 
| rhe Shelter of their kind Protection, nor They the law 
ſul Tribute of our Obedience and Submiſſion; that 
the Queen's Empire may be firmly Seated in the 
Hearts of all Her Peop'e, and the People's Duty 
ſolidly founded. both upon Principle and AﬀeQtio: 
That Religion (the beſt Guardian of Civil Society) 
| may-feafon alf our Counſels, and proſper all our Un- 
| dertakings; that Mercy may diſtil upon us as the Dew. 
uad Righteouſneſs run down, as the Waters; that Pro- 
| bity and Equity may be the Standard of our P:occed- 
E chat Knowledge and Wiſdom, may be the Stabi: 
vm ley of q our r Times, and Arien and Concord the Ce- 
2 8 1 ment 
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* 


| (according to the wiſe Proviſion; of our Legflstüfe) x 
| Race of Proteſtants may never fail to ſway tlie Brit 
Scepter, as long as the Sun and Moon endure. Awe 
And let all the People ſay Amen. 
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Peace, never to be eluded by any Akt, 
by any Violence; and laſtiy (to crow all 
that all the Bleſſings we have Been ſo'gallaiitly 
Ing for, may be tranſmitted Hife to Poſterity, 
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